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but, he said, they broke into the row-
house sometime earlier this year and

re living as squatters — a situation
that came to the landlord's attention
only after neighbors complained about
the house’s broken windows.

Neighbors told him that his former
tenants were dealing drugs from the
house and that a man was shot inside
the rowhouse in August,

“Before they got evicted, they basi-
cally trashed the whole house — they
broke evervthing,” G id. “After
that, I cleaned it up, and if [ cannot find
a good tenant, | would rather just leave
it locked up, [so I]kept it vacant.”

The illegal tenants have since vacat-
ed  Gu's property, after Linda
Lawrence, a constituent-services rep-
resentative in Councilwoman Joan
Krajewski's office, discovered that the
gas was turned on illegally and had it
shut off.

Gu estimated that he'll spend at
least $5,000 on repairs of holes in the
walls and broken windows and bills, in-
cluding a $1,500 water bill caused hy a
leak. He regrets buying the property,
but said that he'd lose too much money
if he tried to resell it now. He's not sure
if he'll try renting again once it's re-
paired.

“The first step i

15t to elean it up,”

he said. “I don'tk ific plans
yet," he said. 1 wais 50 happy that 1 got
1|1!|~1']\E'n])lt out.” ]

Rent justice for abuse victims

Bill would protect domestic-violence sufferers

BY JAN RANSOM
mn:
215

ERNETTA Burger was
victimized twice: once
when herestranged hus-

band kicked in her apartment
door about 15 years ago and
beat her toa pulp.
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And then again when her
landlord held her liable for
rent, damages and cleaning
blood-splattered walls after
she expressed a need to escape
her abu

“I felt if T would have stayed, 1
would have been killed,” said
Burger, adding that she fled
but owed $2,400 in rent for the

remainder of her lease,

City Couneil’s Law and Gov-
ernment Committee gave pre-
liminary approval yesterday to
a bill introduced by Council-
man Bill Greenlee that would
prohibit landlords from termi-
nating a lease based on a ten-

ant’s status as a domestic-vio-
lenee victim and require that
they terminate or adjust the
lease upon the vietim’s re-
fuest.

“We feel it's really unfair that
a person that is already a vie-
tim becomes a victim again by
the landlord taking action
against  that  person,”  said
Greenlee, adding that 22 states
have a similar law in place.

Under the proposed bill, if a
tenant wants to end a lease, a
written request would need to
be made within 90 days of re-
porting the incident of domes-
tic violence or sexual assault,
the issuance of a protection-
from-abuse order or the ap-
proval of a consent agreement
and at least 30 days before the
requested termination date. Al-
20, the tenant would need
proof of abuse, including a
court order, medical records or
a police ineident report.

The bill would not limit the
landlord’s or court’s authority
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to evict a domestic-violence-
victim tenant for any violation
of a lease other than violenee
against the tenant. Anyone
with a grievance could file a
complaint with the Fair Hous-
ing Commission or allege viola-
tionsin court.

The committee also ap-
proved a bill introduced by
Councilman Bill Green that
would require lobbyists to reg-
ister with the city.

Several amendments were
made to include lobbying ef-
forts before the Philadelphia In-
dustrial Development Corp.,
the Philadelphia Authority for
Industrial Development, the
Redevelopment Authori v
other city-related agenc and
the school district and its
hoards.

Also, if a city official or public
employee attends a reception
in connection with his or her
public office or employment
and receives any food, bever-
age or ente nment, the fair
market value of it would not be
considered a gift unless lobby-
ing oceurs,

Attorneys would not be con-
sidered lobbyists if they are in-
volved in matters from begin-
ning to end. They would s
not be considered lobbyists i
they made no effort on behalf
of an interest group to influ-
ence general policy and made
no direct communication with
city officials not connected to
theissue. [ ]
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If you have Homeowners Insurance, you may
be entitled to collect money from your loss.

Call ACE first, we KNOW what you are entitled to. **No recovery, no fee**
Give one of our professmnul adjusters a call today for your FREE home inspection.
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GOT DAMAGE? NEED MONEY FOR REPAIRS?

We get results... We get you PAID!

* Leaky Roof * Toilet Overflow * Windstorm

* Leaky Pipes * Fire/Smoke Damage
* Rain/Snow/Hail * Ceiling Stains
= All Kinds of Water Damage
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